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1. A method for sezzlnQ configuration data of 
5 a prin-ber £or a prin-ter driver In e sexrver of an image 
pri.TitT.T)g system that includes a client, the printer and 
Uie seJLver iuoluUinq the printer driver for the printer, 
the method comprising the step of: 

■Storing the configuration data obtained from 
10 the printer into the server; 

wherein a configuration data obtaining part 
in 1-hp sftrv«r reads the stored configuration data 
according to a request from the printer driver, and 
ocndo the configuration data to the printer driver. 

15 



2. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein 
20 an application program interface between the 

configuration data obtaining part and the printer 
driver in the server is the same as an application 

program intorfacc between a network communication 
moriiilft and a rlipnt printer ririvRr samp, as t.hft printer 
25 Uxlvex ill Uie hmj-vhl. In which Lhe ueLwoxX. 



-20- 



communication module is used for obtaining 

configuration data of the printer for the client 
printer driver in a client terminal. 



3. The xneLhod claiiued In uldlm 2, Lhe 
configuration data obtaining part comprising: 

the application program interface; 

a part for determining which piece of 
configuration data to obtain among the stored 
contiguration data on the basis ot intormation trom the 
application program interface; and 

a part for accessing the configuration data 
and reads the determined piece of conflcruration data. 



A. The method as claimed in claim 1, uherein 
the configuration data to be stored in the server is 
obtained from the printer by using a network 
communication module that performs bidirectional 
communication with the printer. 
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5 5. The method as claimed in claim 4, wherein 

the configuration data ie obtained by a computer that 
Includes a software -cool zhaz causes zhe computer to 
display a window for selecting at least one printer 
driver included in the computer and to obtain 
10 configuration data from a printer corresponding to the 
selected printer driver. 



15 

6, The method as claimed in claim l, wherein 
UiB clienL, las Lead of Lhe server, stores the 
configuration data, and the configuration data 
obtaining part in the server obtains the configuration 
20 data from the client. 



25 



7 . The method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein 



-22- 



rhe server is used for realizing server-based computing 
in which application processing is handled by the 
server and not by the client. 



6. A sei.vej. Lu be used In dxi liviacje pi'lnLlnc) 
system that includes a client, a. printer and the server 
10 including a printer driver tor tne printer, the server 
comprising: 

a part for storing configuration data 
oistained trom the printer; and 

an conf icfUL'atxon data obtaining part, wherein 
15 the configuration data obtaining part reade the stored 
configuration data according to a request from the 
printer driver, and sends the configuration data to the 
printer driver. 



20 



0 . The server as claimed in claim 9 , wherein 
an application program interface between the 
23 configuration data obtaining part and the printer 
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ariver m the servftr is tho samo as an application 
progreunti interface between d iiv:;Lwui.K uuuuuualucition 
module and a client printer driver same ao the printer 
driver in the server, in which thp* network 
5 coxnmunication module is used lor obtaining 

configuration data of the printer for the client 
printer driver in a nliflnt tR-rminal . 



10 



10. The cscrvcr ao claimed in claim D, the 
contigurati on rJat-s obtaining part coniprisincf : 
the applied. Liuix pi.uL]i.dui luLerfdue; 
15 a part for dotormining which piocc of 

contiguration data to obtain among the stored 
uunf lyuA'cttiun data on the basis of information from the 
application program interface; and 

a part tor accessincf the configuration data 
20 and reads Lhe duLejimliitiU plt^cse of uviiriyuraLXun UaLa. 



25 



11. The server as claimed in claim 8, wherein 
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the conriyuid tit>« data ro be stored in rhe server is 
obtained from the printer by using a network 
rtommiTni rati on module that performs bidirectional 
cuuuuuiiiuation with "che printer. 



12. The server as claimed in claim 11, 
10 wherein the configuration data is obtained by a 

computer that includes a sof-tware tool that causes the 
compxiter to display a window for selecting at least one 
printer driver included in the computer and to obtain 
configuration data from a printer corresponding to the 
15 selected printer driver. 



2 0 13 . A program to run on a server to be used 

in an image printing system that Includes a client, a' 
printer and the server including a printer driver for 
the printer, the program comprioing: 

configuration data obtaining program code 

25 means for readlnq confiQuration data of the printer 
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ducoiUiny Lo «i request from the printer driver, and 
sends the configuration data to the printer driver, 
wherein the configuration data is obt.ainRii from ths 
printer and is stored in the server . 



14. The program as ciaimed in claim Hi, 
10 wherein an appllcaLluxi pi.ucjx.ciiu Ixi tux- r^ue l^etweea the 

configuration data obtaining program code means and the 
printftr ririvRr in fhft sRrvRr i .s thf? .satne a.5 an 
application proqram interface between a network 
conununication modulo and a client printer driver same 
15 as the printftr rJrivftr in this* sftrver, in whifih the 
ueLwoxX coiiuiiunludLlun module is used lor obtaining 
configuration data of the printer for the client 
printfir ririVAr in a r.liftnt terminal. 



20 



2D 



15. The program as claimed in claim lA , the 
configuration riata obtaining program rrnrie means 
comprising; 
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procrram code means for r allzlng rhe 
applica-tlon program in-terface; 

program code means for de-termining which 
piece of configuration dara no ohr.ain among t.hft stored 
5 conf Igura-bion data on the basis of inrormaLion Xxuiii Lhe 
applica-tion program interface; and 

proqram code means for accessing the 
configuration data and reads the determined piece of 
coTTpi gyration data. 

10 



16. A coinputer readable medium storing a 
IS program to run on a server to be used in an image 

printing system that includes a client, a printer and 
the server including a printer driver for the printer, 
the program comprising: 

configuration data obtaining program code 
20 means for reading configuration data of the printer 
according to a request from the printer driver, and 
sends the configuration data to the printer driver, 
wherein the configuration data is obtained from the 
printer and is stored in the server. 



25 
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17. 'J'hft comput-.p.r reflrtshlfi meclinrn as claimed 
5 in cl&im 10, wherein an appliceiLlon pxoyi.<iiii liiUerlciut; 
between "the configura-tlon datio obtaining program code 
means and t.he print.er rtrlvftr in t.hfi sftrvp.r is the sairip. 
aa ail application proqram interface between a network 
communication module and a client printer driver came 
lU as the print.er driver in the s#>.rver, in whir.h the 
network communication module is used Tor obLaininq 
configuration data of the printer for the client 
printer driver in a client terminal. 



15 



18. The computer readable medium ae claimed 
in claim 17, thi=» nnnf i gnrat i nn di=ita nhtaining program 
20 code means comprisincr: 

program code meane for realizing the 
application program interface; 

program code means Tor determining which 
piece of configuration data to obtain among the stored 
25 configuration data on the basis at intormatlon trom the 



application program intertane; and 

program code means for accesslncf 'the 
conf igura-tion data and reads the determined piece 
conflauratlon data. 



